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OBSERVATIONS, ON THE LIFE AND CHARAC- 
- PER OF JESUS CHRIST. 


THE BENEVOLENCE OF OUR SAVIOUR. 


(Coated froin’ page 147.) 


By the exile Shas sail Master, let us be instructed in the 
nature, and prompted to the exercise of that charity which is the 
end of the commandment.’ “We see that truc charity is extensive 
and universal, reaching toall’ who are capsble of happiness or wi- 
sery, virtue and vice. Whilst itis principally exerted towards 
those who are nearest, ant to whom we fave most opportunity of 
being useful, it promotes an ipolfensive, geherdus, and useful course 
of behaviour to all. It composes and checks our unsocial passions, 
and, in our conduet to others, makes ts watehfil against every 
thing which may provoke, grieve, or injure them. “For love’ 
worketh no evil to its neighbour.” Tt extinguishes the fire of ma- 
lice, and subdues the swellings of pride; restrains the sallies of in- 
solence, and prevents indecorows and unseetity inaimers. “For it 
doth not behave itself unseemly.” It enlarges the selfish disrosi- 
tion, seeketh not her own, and scorns to bend every thing to per- 
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sonal advantage and pleasure. It takes no satisfaction in the er- 
rors and faults of others, and renders us incapable of deriving hap- 
piness from their crimes and puvishments—for “charity rejoiceth 
not in iniquity” or its consequences. 

Wheke this principle resides, the heart is open to humane and 
generous affections, feels a constant impulse to acts of liberality 
and kindness, and is uniformly intent on promoting the peace, com- 
fort, and happiness of mankind. “It is kind,” springing to embrace 
all opportunities of conferring benefits; suffering long before it will 
withdraw its good opinion from others, or cast them off as unworthy 
of notice or regard. 

- In particular, as the blessed Jesus came into the world to save it, 
they who possess his Spirit, will enter into the same design; and 
make the salvation of others, as well as of themselves, the great bu- 
siness of their lives. ‘Though they cannot contribute to this end in 
the same way that he did, they can in other ways, according to their 
capacities and opportunities, promote the cause of truth and righte- 
ousness. No circumstances of life can hinder us from being at least 
examples of piety and goodness, and making our conduct a lesson to 
all with whom we are connected. 

Whatever ends we can suppose the commands of the Deity, and 
the discoveries of the gospel intended to answer, the disposition to 
serve and bless mankind must promote. Are they designed to re- 
flect honour on the Supreme Being? The light of good works, di- 
rectly contributes to glorify the Author of good. Are the exalta- 
tion and acceptance of the character of the Son of God among men 
important objects of the Christian revelation? What proof of re- 
gard to him is so convincing, what recommendation of him to the 
esteem of the world so persuasive, as that which we afford by loving 
one another, as he has loved us, and doing good to those for whose 
happiness he lived and died. Doth the “ commandment” aim to mend 
and improve human nature, and raise it to a resemblance of the di- 
vine ? Benevolence is great and godlike. Is the welfare of society 
a leading purpose of the gospel? Let the love of our neighbour, 
built on the love of God, possess all hearts; the principal causes 
of discord, wueasiness, and misery among men are controlled, or pre- 
vented, and the interest of the whole becomes the interest of the 
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parts. Is it the object of the benign religion of Christ to make 
every one who recéives it as happy as he is capable of being here 
and hereafter? He, in whom devout and benevolent affections dwell 
and reign, wants no ingredient of self-enjoyment. For to bless, is 
to be blest. Finally, to do good to men, without looking to their 
returns of service, to their praise, o even their gratitude, is to act 
as children of the Highest, and to be prepared for that society above, 
which is composed entirely of friendly beings, of pure angels, and 
perfected saints, whose hearts are purified from every malevolent 
feeling; and from whose breasts the foul spirit of jealousy, envy, 
and hatred, those fiends of darkness, is for ever banished. » Among 
the inhabitants of that world, all souls are inflamed with the love of 
God, and the love of other beings. ‘There all appropriate the hap- 
piness of all, and every one is blessed in partaking and promoting 
the bliss of every one. ‘There faith shall be lost in sight, and hope 
in possession, but charity shall keep her power, and diffuse her inflo- 


pnce through eternal ages. 


et: 
ON PRAYER. 


(Continued from page 150.) 


TI. Do you require additional inducements to a practice thus vit 
sibly adapted to your condition, and friendly to your comfort ? 
Take then, as proposed secondly, a summary view of its advantages 
in the following particulars. 

1. To pray for ourselves manifestly tends ‘both to prevent trans- 
gression, and facilitate obedience. 

The person who ‘begins and closes every day of his life with ¢ 
solemn approach to the Father and friend of creation, can hardly be 
destitute of motives either to withstand the enticements of iniquity, 
or to persevere in “ well doing.” His responsibility to “ the Judge of 
all the earth” is by this mean engraven on his mind. He is led ha- 
bitually to feel his own insufficiency, and excited to “stay hiniself 
an the rock of ages.” Accordingly, when he is tempted to evil, the 
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idea of omniscient purity, accompanied with numerous and conclu- 
sive arguments for resistance, naturally occurs to his thoughts. He 
adverts to the penitential: confessions and ardent supplicutions 
which he has recently made in the presence of his Maker, and 
which he expects soon to repeat. He sees the ingratitude and pre- 
sumption of rebelling against so powerful, so wise, so holy, and so 
good a being. He is convinced that remorse and foreboding fear 
must attend his future addresses at the throne of grace, should he 
wilfully transgress the divine command. Taught by past experience 
that guilt alienates the affections from every moral excellence, and 
produces aversion to communion and intercourse with heaven, he 
apprehends the danger of finally losing the disposition, as well as 
the confidence and benefit of prayer. He thercfore repels the in- 
truding temptation; and with all the ardour of virtuous resolution, 
exclaims, “ How can I do this great wickedness, and sin against 
God?” Thus shielded from the wiles of the deceiver and his emis- 
saries, he progresses continually in the great work which is given 
him to do; overcomes one spiritual enemy after another; and “goes 
from strength to strength till he.arrives to the measure of the stature 
of the fulness of Christ.” 

2. To pray for our connexions and friends, serves to purify do- 
mestic and social attachments; and to inspire principles and views 
which exalt the ordinary interchange of civility and kindness, into 
religious obedience. 

This is a most effectual method of inducing Christian forbearance, 
coudescension, and charity, ia the treatment of those with whom we 
are destined to live and converse. Without it, though we prescribe 
rules to ourselves, and say to the selfish and angry passions, “ hi- 
therto shall ye come, but no further,” we may notwithstanding be 
transported beyond the bounds of moderation, and involved in the 
erimes and miseries of unreasonable avimosity : With it, religion is 
made the umpire of our conduct, and the question comes home :to 
our besems ; how can we be unjust or censorious to those whom we 
are accustomed to commend to the guardian care and grace of 
God? The many petitions in which we have pleaded for merey in 
their behalf, will reach upon our own hearts, and, calling into exer- 
cise our benevolent sensibilities, furnish the strongest incentives to 
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that affectionate and conciliating deportment, which, besides its con- 
formity to the gospel of Christ, and the attendant prospect of a fu- 
ture reward, is adapted to engage the confidence and esteem of al} 
within the sphere of its influence. Than this practice, what can 
more effectually ensure a uniform and faithful discharge of the va- 
rious duties which result.from the conjugal, parental, filial, frater- 
nal, and other intimate relations of human life. It sanctifies, ce- 
ments, and endears the union betweeen husband and wife. It en- 
courages and directs parents in the instruction and government of 
their household. It heightens the gratitude, docility, and submis- 
sion of children. It excites and aids brethren to “ dwell together in 
unity.” That family, whose heads and members bear each other 
in mind at their secret devotions; and, frequently appearing before 
God in company, jointly call upon his name for a supply of their 
individual and collective wants, must, of course, be impressed with 
a sense of their respective obligations, which will pervade every do- 
mestic transaction, alleviate every burden, and increase every joy. 
(To be continued.) 


ee 
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Address of the Interim Committee to all the Friends of the Holy 
Scriptures. 


(Continued from Page 155.) ~ 


Mr. Dare was succeeded in his office, as Agent for the British 
and Foreign Bible Society, by the late William Muir, Esq. who 
fulfilled the duties of the appointment with steady and active fide- 
lity ; and whose sterling worth derived additional lustre from his 
zeal, thus evinced, in the best of causes.—Another of our fellow-ci- 
tizens, Archibald Newbigging, Esq. has since accepted his nomina: 
tion to the same charge, and will, we are confident, merit the same 
approbation. We trust, however, it will be long ere the tribute of 
praise shall become due;—ere it shall be bestowed as an excitement 
to the zeal of a new successor. 
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The Christians of ‘Glasgow have never contemplated with indif- 
ference, the original formation, and extending influence of the Bri- 
tish and Foreign Bible Society. By personal contributions, and 
congregational collections, they have made very considerable remit- 
tances to its funds, and have thus testified their interest in its 
blessed designs.—The Presbytery of Glasgow in particular, by the 
appointment of stated annual collections in all the churches and 
chapels within their bounds, merited the high praise of having set 
their brethren an example, equally laudable in its principle, and be- 
nheficial in its consequences. 

A question, however, forcibly presents itself to our consideration : 
—In merely remitting their money, have the Christians of Glasgow 
fulfilled their duty ? Although no one will say, that “they have 
done that which they ought not to have done,” yet is there not still 
room for the inquiry, Has nothing which they “ought to have 
done” been “ left undone?” Or has even that which they have done, 
been done in the most effectual and productive manner ? 

A reply to such inquiries will explain the motives of those, who 
have felt it their duty to attempt the formation of an Auxiliary 
Bible Society in this City. - And ‘there is the more reason both on 
their own account, and on account of their cause, that a public ex- 
planation of these motives should be given, because, in the avowed 
judgment of some, they have been doing a thing, not only unneces- 
sary and inexpedient, but even, in some respeets, directly prejudi- 
cial. 

If, indeed, this judgment be correct; if the erection of a Society 
here be a measure of injurious tendency, then Glasgow stands alone 
in a point of view peculiarly remarkable. We know- from: their 
publications, that the Parent Society are decidedly friendly to the 
formation of Auxiliaries, and consider the multiplication of them 
throughout the Kingdom as one of the most effectual methods of for- 
warding their grand design, both in the way of furnishing a regular 
and well-directed supply of local necessities, and of making the most 
successful appeal to public liberality. If any explanations were need- 
ful of their published sentiments on this subject, we find it in their 
eouduet. The frequent mission of their secretaries, even to places 
at a considerable distance, to countenance by their presence, and ax 
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dist by their counsel, the erection of suich Societies, shows, in the 
most unequivocal manner, not merely a disposition, but even an 
anxiety to encourage them. 

But they never, it has been said, recommended the institution of 
such a Society in Glasgow. Neither did they, it is presumed, ever 
specially recommend the measure any where else. The formation 
of these Auxiliaries has been the spontaneous effect of Christian be- 
nevolence and zeal, in the various places where they have arisen. 
And of all places in the kingdom, the recommendation would have 
come with the worst grace to Glasgow; from which they were al- 
ready deriving so considerable, and so regular a supply to their 
Treasury. In no place whatever, we are confident, has it ever 
been thought necessary, after what the London Committee have 
published on the subject, to apply for a special warrant to aid them 
by the formation of ao Auxiliary Society. The Christians of 
Glasgow, like those of other places, have been left, in this matter, 
to the free exercise of their own discretion. 

The eminent advantage arising from associated exertion, in pro- 
secuting an object of this nature, have been proved by universal 
experience. The existence, in a particular place, of an organized So- 
ciety, with a definite object, excites and keeps alive in that place the 
public interest. Their stated meetings, their annual reports, and all 
the various means which such a society may adopt for keeping their 
object constantly before the public attention, must necessarily tend 
to prevent the flame of zeal from becoming languid and inefficient. 
By this means, men not only hear from a distance of the existence 
and operations of a remote Society ; they have a branch of this so- 
ciety under their eye :—they see a part of the great machine in mo- 
tion; and from witnessing its important, although limited effects, in 
the local benefits which it produces, their minds are kept awake to 
the immense results of the whole. In becoming members, too, by 
subscription, of such a Society, they feel an immediate personal 
concern in all its procedure. It is thetr Society; and whatever re- 
gards it is felt as coming home to themselves. Each feels as if he 
had ashare of the responsibility for its success: and the public spi- 
yit is thus maintained in a state of much higher excitement than 
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can ever be supposed to arise from laying their money into the plate, 
at an occasional, or even an annual collection. 

An apprehension has been expressed by some that the annual 
collections now made for the Parent Society, may be injured by the 
institution of an Auxiliary Society in this place. Now, let us make 
the supposition that this apprehension is, in some degree, well 
founded ; and that some little abatement may take place inthe ag- 
gregate amount of these collections. Still we ask, if double the sum 
of money shall be obtained upon the whole, by the joint operation 
of both these means, where will the loss be felt? There is no person, 
surely, either minister or Iayman, who would prefer the credit of a 
handsome collection to the prosperity of the magnificent cause for 
which the collection is made. Yet even this credit will, in no re- 
spect, be affected. If any diminution should take place, the cause 
from which it has arisen will be manifest to all: and though a por- 
tien of the one stream should be diverted into the channel ef the 
othcr, if both streams flow into the same Reservoir, and produce to- 
gether a more copious supply of the “water of life,” than either 
would have yielded separately, no mind, under the influeace of 
right principles, will regret the opening of the additional spring. If 
any one shall be found capable of perverting the new Institution 
into'an apology for not contributing in either way, we may be as- 
sured, that such a man is secking in sophistry. a cover for avarice: 
and tHat, however nuch we may pity the victim of such a principle 
in stich a cause, there can be litle occasion to regret the loss of his 
paltry mite. The active energy of an organized Society, in obtain. 
ing Contributions, will prodigiously outweigh any trifling Josses, 
(for trifling they certainly must be, if they occur at all,) whieh can 
arise from such a cause as this. For experience fully verifies the 
position, that no plan is so effectual for raising money, as the exer- 
tious of such a Society, constituted on liberal principles, respecta- 
bly patronized, and prosecuting its object in the spirit of wisdom and 
of zeal. 

But in all this reasoning, it seems to be taken for granted, that we 
have fulfilled our own duty, and the wishes of the Parent Society, 
when we have sent them as much as possible of our money. This, 











RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE, 169 


however, is by no means to be admitted. One of the principal rea- 
sons fur which the Committee in London so strongly recommend the 
formation of provincial Auxiliary Societies, is their operation in the 
supply of local necessities. ‘This is the description of aid which 
they are chiefly desirous to obtain; the deficiencies existing in the 
supply of Bibles throughout the United Kingdom, being the first. ob- 
ject of their attention and solicitude. This, therefore, ought to be 
one of the chief objects of regard, both in the constitution of such 
Societies, aud in their subsequent procedure. Firmly persuaded, 
therefore, a8 we are, that, if all parties, banishing their grounds of 
mutual dissent, in a cause where dissent implies a forfeiture of the 
Christian name, were to unite in the measure, with “one heart, and 
one soul,” and, with steady and persevering ardour, to seek its pros- 
perity, double, or even triple the sum raised by collections might 
be obtained; yet this increase of funds is not, by any means, the 
sole objevt at which we aim. There are extensive local wants, both 
in the city and in the country, which we are desirous to see regu- 
larly and fully supplied. ‘We suspect, that, in the city and suburbs, 
the want of Bibles among the lower orders, especially of the High- 
land and Irish population, is much greater than is generally sup- 
posed. Its extent is not to be discovered by a superficial glance; 
far less by waiting, till those who are destitute of this inestimable 
treasure come forward, of themselves to solicit the gift. We must, 
by diligent and well directed search, make it our business to disco- 
ver where there exists, in any degree, “a famine of the word of the 
Lord.” —“ Without sucly inquiry,” say the London Committee, 
“the deficiency of the Scriptures, as has been proved, will be but 
little known, and consequently but scantily supplied; and one of 
the principal objects of the various Societies, in a considerable de- 
gree, frustrated.” —So much in earnest, indeed, are the members of 
that Committee on this important subject, that they have constructed 
their regulations respecting the supplies of Bibles and Testaments 
to Auxiliary Societies, on the very principle of “holding out to 
such Societies, the greatest possible encouragement, to ascertain the 
want of the Holy Scriptures, in their respective districts, and to 
supply it, according to their discretion.” 
(To be Concluded in our next.) 
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PLAN OF EDUCATION FOR THE MINISTRY. 
(Concluded from Page 158.) 


Persons proposed for receiving education, must be recommended 
by their pastors, with the consent of their respective churches, as 
known to possess good natural talents, and decided piety, along with 
those qualities of Christian temper, which the scriptures require in 
those who devote themselves to the ministry of the word. 

In order t6 discover these qualifications, it shall be recommended 
to the pastors of the churches, to make trial of the talents of such 
as apply for education, by teaching them the principles of English 
Grammar, or by employing them in any other useful exercises, 
which are fitted to try, and to develope the powers of the mind. 

The number of the students received, shall be regulated by the 
state of the funds, and the qualifications of the applicants; among 
whom the committee of management shall have power to make the 
necessary selection, when a greater number apply than can be ad- 
mitted. 

It shall be in the power of the tutors, with the concurrence of 
the committee of management, to dismiss from the Seminary, after 
a trial of three months, such students as do not in that time, give 
evidence of their possessing talents of which the further cultivation 
is likely to fit them for real usefulness. 

The institution shall be supported by the donations and annual 
subscriptions of individuals. and by the contributions of churches. 

The above plan being read, was approved by the meeting. A 
proposal was made by Mr. Orme, and unanimously approved, that 
provision should be made from the funds of the institution, for stu- 
dents who have completed their education, and’ having left the 
Academy, have commenced their labours in preaching the Gospel, 
under the direction of the committee of management, for one year 
at least, if within that time they have not obtained a fixed station; 
and for a longer period, if the committee judge it proper: it being 
left to their discretion to decide in this, according to circumstances. 
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It was also resolved, that the minutes of the proceedings of this’ 
meeting be printed, and a copy sent to each of the pastors of the 
churches throughout the country, accompanied with a short address, 
commending the object to the attention, approbation, countenance, 
end.support of the brethren; and that this report and address, be 
also freely circulated among Christians in general.—Mr. Ewing 
Was appointed to draw up the proposed address, which is as 
follows. ; 

Beloved brethren, We \ay before you a plan for affording the ad- 
vantages of an appropriate education to those of your number, who 
may desire the good work of the ministry of the Gospel, and who 
may be judged eligible to engage in that work. 

You believe in the only living and true God, the Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit. You hope for everlasting life from the love 
of him, who sent his Son into the world to save his people from 
their sins, by redeeming them with his own precious blood. You 
rejoice in Christ Jesus the Lord, as your righteousness and strength, 
the propitiation for your sins, your advocate with the Father, the 
conqueror of Satan and of death, your forerunner within the vail, 
the glorified King and Head of his church, who shall judge the 
world, and receive his people to himself at the last day. You are 
living by faith in the Son of God, through the sovereign grace of 
the Holy Spirit, who is sent by the Father in the name of his Son, 

‘to carry conviction, by means of the truth, to the consciences and 
hearts of sinners. By his inward operation, you have been born 
again, are walking in newness of life, are joined in fellowship with 
one another, with all who love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity 
throughout the world, and with angels, and spirits of the just 
made perfect, in heaven into which you are yourselves to be soon 
admitted; nay, your fellowship is truly with the Father, and 
with his Sov Jesus Christ. When you meet together in the name of 
Christ, he is in the midst of you. Salvation is also come to your 
houses, through the merits of him, in whose name both you and 
your households are baptized; and whatever be your lot in regard 
to this world, you are encouraged to commit yourselves and yours 
to the Lord, and to the word of his grace, knowing in whom you 
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have believed, and being persuaded, that he is able to keep that 
which you haye committed to him against that day. 

All these blessings you owe, under God, to that divine institution, 
the preaching of the everlasting Gospel. A source of so great hap- 
piness to yourselves, must be the most precious inheritance which 
you can leave to your children: the best gift which you can offer, 
either to the present, or to future generations. 

Your pastors have felt it a duty peculiarly connected with their 
oversight of churches, to provide suitable labourers to help them in 
the ministry of the Gospel. A cordial acquiescence in ‘the plan, 
which they have proposed for this important purpose, will encourage 
them to greater efforts, while they remain in the vineyard them 
selves, and make their minds more cheerful, when called to resign 
their place to others, who shall succeed them. . That the Lord will 
at all events send labourers into his harvest, we cannot doubt; but 
that we should be guiltless, if we neglected to seek them, and to fur- 
nish them with every possible advantage, we dare not believe. 

The approbation of the object, which most of you have already 
expressed; the harmony which appeared among all who met for 
conference, or corresponded respecting &; and the divine counte- 
nance which has attended former attempts of a similar nature ; unite 
in persuading us, that we are not mistaken, when we anticipate 
your zealous and effectual co-operation. Brethren, pray for us, 
that the word of the Lord may have free course, and be glorified. 
We are far from limitiog the hope of a supply of preachers and 
pastors, to any institution conducted by man. We shall rejoice to 
see many brought forward to labour successfully in the Gospel, by 
other means than those which we thiok it our duty to recommend. 
Let us only be permitted to provide for such of our brethren as may 
desire it, those means of improvement which are calculated, by the 
blessing of God, to make them more able ministers of his holy 
word, 

We are extremely sorry to add to the burdens which already lie 
on you. Placed in trying times, you have many things to contend 
with of a peculiar nature. Our churches have all been lately 
formed, and all nearly at the same period; some have been in- 
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volved in debt by the building of places of worship, and by other 
circumstances which we trust will be only of temporary duration. 
These embarrassments, which we feel with you in common, prevent 
us from expecting to be able ourselves, or to be enabled by you, to 
do all that we would. But let us do what we can. If there be first 
a willing mind, it is accepted according to that a man hath, and not 
according to that he hath not. Give us your best wishes, and what- 
ever assistance the Lord may enable you really to spare; and we 
shall cheerfully engage in the arduous undertaking, although in the 
commencement at least, it may require to be conducted on the 
smallest scale. 

Agreeably to the request of their brethren, stated in the preced- 
ing minutes, Messrs Ewing and Wardlaw have, with the consent of 
their respective churches, nominated the following brethren, as ad- 
ditional members of the committee of management. 

Messrs, William Penman, William Harley, William M‘Gavin, of 
the church ia Nile-Street; William Wardlaw, Gilbert Wardlaw, 
John Smith, of the church in Albion-Street. 

The above named gentlemen, along with Messrs. Ewing and 
Wardlaw, met on the 2d of April, and nominated Mr. William 
Wardlaw, president of the committee, and Mr. M‘Gavin, treasurer 
to the institution. 

The committee, therefore, now stands as follows : 

Mr. William Wardlan, President. 
Mr. Ralph Wardlaw., Secretary. 
Mr. William M’ Gavin, ‘Treasurer. 


Messrs. Ewing, Glasgow, Messrs. Watson, Musselburgh. 
Aikman, Edinburgh, ; Monro, Knockando, 
Philp, Aberdeen, Cleghorn, Wick, 
Robertson, Paisly, Kerr, Cambuslang. 
Hercus, Greenock, Henry, Stirling, 
Orme, Perth, Dun, Dumfries. 
Messrs. Brown, Belfast, 
Penman, Glasgow, 
Harley, do. 


G. Wardlan, do. 
J. Smith, do. 
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John Boys, D. D. Dean of Canterbury, gained great applause 
by turning the Lord’s prayer into the following execration, when 
he preached at St. Paul’s cross, on the 5th of November, in the 
reign of James I. “Our Pope, which art in Rome, cursed be thy 
name; perish may thy kingdom; hindered may thy will be, as it is 
in heaven, so in earth. Give us this day our cup in the Lord's 
supper, and remit our monies which we have given for thine indul- 
gences, as we send them back to thee; and lead us not into heresy + 
but free us from misery, for thine is the infernal pitch and sulphur, 
for ever and ever. Amen. ; . 

_A country clergyman was boasting in a large company of the 
success he had met with in reforming his. parishioners, on whom his 
labours, he said, had produced a wonderful change for the better. 
Being asked in what respect, he replied, “that when he came first 
among them, they were a set of unmannerly clowns, who paid him 
no more deference than they did to one another; did not so much 
as pull off their hats when they spoke to him, but bawled out as 
roughly and familiarly as though he was their equal; whereas now, 


they never presumed to address him, but with cap in hand; and in 
a submissive voice, made their best bows to him, when they were at 
ten yards distance, and styled him, your reverence at every word.” 
A Quaker, who had heard the whole patiently, made answer, “and 
80, friend, the upshot of this reformation, of which thou hast so much 
carnal glory, is, that thou hast taught thy people to worship thy- 
self.” 


SELECT SENTENCES. 

Some go to a sermon, as to the exchange, to hear news; new no- 
tions that please their fancy, but do not attend to the word as about 
a matter of life and death. 

St. Jerome gave his friend this advice, To be always well em- 
ployed ; that when Satan came with a temptation, he might find him 
working in the vineyard. 

When we send our hearts on an errand to heaven, how often de 
they loiter and play by the way! 
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The following verses, @ translation of a Psalm, by the late Mr. 
Colman, who had been wuch conversant mith the gay world, exhibit 
the state of mind to which the liveliest wits, and men of fashion may 
be reduced, on a sudden, by sickness, by a stroke of the Palsy, or 
any other malady. 


PSALM THE 39TH, IMITATED IN BLANK VERSE : 


“IT will take heed, I said, I will take heed, 

Nor trespass with my ronevE; will keep my mouth 

As with a bridle, while the sinner’s near. 

—Silent I mus’d, and e’en from good refrain’d, 

But full of pangs, my heart was hot within me; 

The lab’ring fire burst forth, and loos’d my tongue. 
Lord, let me know the measure of my days : 

Make me to know how weak, how frail I am! 

My days are as a span, mine age as nothing, 

And man is altogether vanity. 

Man walketh in an empty shade; in vain 

Disquieting his soul, he heaps up riches, 

Knowing not who shall gather them. And now 

Where rests my hope, O Lord! it rests with thee. 

Forgive me mine offences! Make me not 

A scorn unto the foolish! IT was dumb, 

And open’d not my mouth, for *twas thy doing. 

O, take thy stroke away! thy hand destroys me. 

When, with rebukes, thou chastenest man for sin, 

Thou mak’st his beauty to consume away : 

Distemper preys upon him, as a meth 

Fretting a garment. Ah, what then is man? 

Ev'ry man living is but vanity! 

Hear, hear my prayer, O Lord! O hear my cry! 

Pity my tears! for f'am in thy sight 

But as a stranger and a sojourner, 

As all my fathers were. O, spare me then, 

Though but a little, to regain my strength, 

Ere I be taken hence, and seen no more !”....CoLMa. 





























176 OBITUARY. 





OBITUARY. 


Diep, On the 20th day of August, 1812, Doctor Ebenezer 
Blachly, of Paterson, N. J. aged 51 years. 


He fell in the meridian of his usefulness: he has closed the 
morning of a sad and stormy life, replete with cares and exertions 
of mind and body. His complaint, which was of the most painful 
and afflictive kind, tortured his bowels day and night, with excru- 
ciating agonies, for nearly a year or more. It is however a conso- 
lation, that his mind and faith were not wrecked in his deeply ex- 
ercising moments. On the day preceding the morning of his exit, 
he dictated a solemn charge to his dear friends; and at the closing 
scene, bestowed with great compesure of mind, a benediction on each 

‘of his relations present. He retained his senses to the last, and 
wished for the moment to arrive, when the divine will, to which he 
desired patiently to submit, would launch his soul into eternity, 
there to remain from trouble. 


“ Life makes the soul dependent on the dust : 
Death gives her wings to mount above the spheres. 
Thro’ chinks-styled organs, dim life peeps at light ; 
Death bursts th’ involving clouds, and allis day ; 
All eye, all ear, the disembodied power.” 





The Christian Monitor is printed for the Editor at the Printing- 
Office of Paut & Tuomas, 182 Water-street, corner of Burling- 
Slip, where communications written with candour, and tending to 
diffuse religious knonledge and Christian Py mill be thankfully 
received, 


NV. B. Printing in all its branches neatly and a serrecty executed 
at the above Office. 





